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WELCOME
to the 

I-70 East Supplemental Draft EIS 
Public Hearing

We are presenting the alternatives analyzed in the 
Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

and the impacts associated with each alternative.

Verbal comments will be recorded during the public hearing or 
written comments may be submitted.

The agenda for tonight’s public hearing includes:

5:00 p.m. – Open House
Your opportunity to learn about the project and ask questions. Project team 
members with I-70 East nametags are available to answer your questions. 

6:00 p.m. – Presentation
Presentation and public comments in Spanish 

followed by presentation and comments in English.

To learn more about how to submit your comments after 
tonight’s meeting, please visit our website at www.i-70east.com.

THANK YOU
for taking the time to get involved.
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Project Overview
Perspectiva General Del Proyecto
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Neighborhood Boundaries
Límites del Vecindario

Project Limits
Límites del Proyecto

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) propose improvements to I-70 between 
I-25 and Tower Road. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 
1969 requires projects that are federally funded and may have an impact 
on the environment to be analyzed through a rigorous process that 
allows the public to comment on the project.

The purpose of the project 
is to implement a transportation 
solution that improves safety, 
access, and mobility and 
addresses congestion on I-70. 

The need for the project 
results from several issues:

 Increased transportation 
demand

 Limited transportation 
capacity

 Safety concerns

 Transportation 
infrastructure defi ciencies

El Departamento de Transporte de Colorado (CDOT siglas en inglés) y la 
Administración Federal de Autopistas (FHWA siglas en inglés) proponen 
mejoras para la I-70 en el tramo de la I-25 y Tower Rd., por cuanto, la ley de 
Política Ambiental Nacional (NEPA siglas en inglés) de 1969 requiere que los 
proyectos fi nanciados federalmente que puedan tener algún impacto en el 
ambiente sean analizados bajo un proceso riguroso que le permite al público 
expresar sus opiniones sobre dicho proyecto. 

El propósito del proyecto es 
implementar una solución de 
transporte que mejore la seguridad, 
el acceso y movilidad, y trate el 
problema de congestionamiento en 
la I-70.

La necesidad de los resultados 
del proyecto obedecen a varios 
asuntos:

 Incremento en la demanda de 
transporte

 Capacidad limitada de 
transporte

 Asuntos de seguridad

 Defi ciencias en la 
infraestructura de transporte
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I-70 East Environmental Process

We Are Here
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 Scoping — Issues and concerns 
were solicited from various agencies, 
the community, and others. Scoping 
activities included door—to—door 
questionnaire, block meetings, 
neighborhood meetings, business 
meetings, and corridor meetings.

 Purpose and Need — Using the 
input from scoping, data gathering, and 
technical analysis, a purpose and need 
statement was developed. It served as 
the basis for the alternative development, 
screening, and environmental evaluation. 

 Evaluation Criteria — 
Working with the community, 
agencies, and other stakeholders, 
criteria were developed to compare 
the numerous alternatives that were 
considered. 

 Alternative Development —
A full—range or “master list” of 
alternatives, including previous and 
current proposals, and new ideas 
from the community and stakeholders 
were developed for consideration.

 Alternative Screening — 
Once the “master list” was 
developed, the alternatives were 
screened using the previously 
established criteria to eliminate those 
that were not reasonable and would 
not meet the purpose and need.

 Draft EIS Evaluation —
The alternatives that made it through 
the screening process were fully 
evaluated in the Draft EIS. The Draft 
EIS is an offi cial document issued 
during the process and includes a 
detailed analysis of the social, 
environmental, and economic 
impacts of the alternatives.

 Formal Public Comment
on Draft EIS — With the release of 
the Draft EIS, the public and agencies 
had an opportunity to review and 
comment on the Draft EIS. Public 
hearings were held to present the 
information and encourage formal 
comments.

 Alternative Refi nement/
Identifi cation — During this step, 
the project team works with the 
public on design and aesthetics of 
the alternatives to develop 
reasonable alternatives that address 
the public concerns while meeting 
the project’s purpose and need.

 Supplemental Draft EIS — After 
developing reasonable alternatives, 
the Supplemental Draft EIS has been 
written to include the changes in the 
alternatives. The Supplemental Draft 
EIS is an offi cial document issued 
during the process.

 Formal Public Comment
on Supplemental Draft EIS — With 
the release of the Supplemental Draft 
EIS, the public and agencies had an 
opportunity to review and comment 
on the Supplemental Draft EIS. Public 
hearings were held to present the 
information and encourage formal 
comments.

 Final EIS — After addressing the 
public and agency comments, a Final 
EIS will be developed and publicized. 
It will respond to comments and will 
include information regarding phasing 
and fi nancing of the project. 

 Record of Decision (ROD) —
FHWA will issue a ROD formalizing 
the offi cial decision on the Preferred 
Alternative.

Community Outreach – A continuous community outreach process has been integrated into every step of the project, to provide residents, businesses, the 
traveling public, and other interested parties with an opportunity to have meaningful participation in the process. 
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Lack of public support on any of the 
Draft EIS alternatives

Failed to reach a consensus with the 
PACT process

Revisited previously eliminated alternatives

Developed and modifi ed the alternatives
to address public and agency concerns to 

the greatest extent possible

What happened after the 2008 Draft EIS?

Prepared a Supplemental Draft EIS

What is a Supplemental Draft EIS?

Whenever there are changes, new information, or 
further developments on a project that result in 

signifi cant environmental impacts not identifi ed in 
the most recently distributed version of the draft 

or fi nal EIS, a supplemental EIS is necessary
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Public Involvement
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Working Groups  2004 thru 2008

20 working groups

Community Outreach Process Forum March 31, 2004

February 23 and 24, 2005

October 12 and 13, 2005

May 17 and 18, 2006

September 29 and 30, 2004

May 12 and 13, 2004

February 18 and 19, 2004

December 10 and 11, 2003

May 2 and 3, 2012

May 6 and 7, 2011

Corridor-Wide Meetings

Public Hearing
December 2008

Public Hearing
September 2014

Telephone Town Hall
February 20, 2013

Neighborhood Meetings October 2003 thru December 2003

12 neighborhood meetings

Topic-Specific Neighborhood Meetings

November 30, 2004 March 21, 2006

Ongoing Monthly Community
Leader Meetings

Meetings with Stakeholders (Individuals and Groups) 

Block Meetings August 2003 thru November 2003

28 block meetings

Door-to-Door Survey  July 2003 thru November 2003

Total households reached - more than 26,000, Total surveys - more than 2,000

SCOPING ONGOING COMMUNITY OUTREACH

PACT Process  2010 thru 2011

(PACT = Preferred Alternative 
Collaborative Team) 

November 13 and 14, 2012

April 10 and 11, 2013

CDOT and Elyria/Swansea
Neighborhood Plan combined meetings 

November 20, 2013

September 18, 2013




