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I-70 PACT Business Workshop 
May 11, 2011 

Swansea Recreation Center 
 
Purpose: 
The purpose of the Business Workshop was to bring together the business interests who 
were invited to the Business Workshop in July 2010, for the purpose of discussing the 
PACT’s inclination toward the Current Alignment. 
 
Attendance: 
Jimmy Burds – Commerce City Business Association 
Brittany Morris – Commerce City Economic Development 
Gilbert Vasquez – business property owner on 46th  and Josephine, which includes an ice 

cream shop, bakery, tortilleria and Alcoholics Anonymous 
Pat Grant – National Western Stock Show 
Larry Burgess – Elyria/Swansea/Globeville Business Association 
Louis Thomas – Nestle-Purina 
Art Ballah – Colorado Motor Carriers Association 
Jay Ufer – Penske Truck Rental 
Fred LeBrun – Univar 
Fred McPeck – Elyria business and property owner  
 
Observer: 
Gene Hook – Denver Environmental Health 
 
 
Note: All participants supported Current Alignment. Most of the participants preferred 
the north shift over the south shift. 
 
Support Current Alignment as more promising because: 

- Provides opportunity to create north South Platte River valley development 
- Less expensive than realignment 
- Realignment would have a busier 46th – people would cut through on the straight 

line rather than go up and over 
- Realignment has a lot of unkowns and elements to gamble on – example how 

would combining I-70 and I270 – the devil you know is better than the devil you 
don’t know 

 
Supports for North or South shift on Current Alignment: 
 

- Support North because:  
o Protects Purina at York and 46th  Ave.  

 Loss of 270 direct jobs, about 1,000 direct and indirect jobs 
(truckers, suppliers, restaurants, repair, etc.) 

 Expensive to acquire the entire property 
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 Partial acquisition is not possible due to integrated machinery in 
the facility 

o Protects Univar property, a chemical distribution company at Holly St. and 
Stapleton Drive) 

  Univar has been in the location since 1960 
 Recently invested in the property by order of the Denver Fire 

Department and Department of Homeland Security; 
 If South shift,  highly probable that Univar would leave the city 

o Creates opportunity for a new updated Swansea School 
 School is in need of updating and growth capacity; 
 Loyalty to school in the community; 
 Concern about what would happen to the community if the school 

went away 
o Protects the retail business property at York and 46th, and would allows 

enhancement of the attractiveness of the property (e.g. decent sidewalks) 
with the highway further away 

o Fewer loss of businesses that could provide neighborhood jobs 
 

- Supports South because –  
o No guarantee on the future location for the school and how well it would 

serve the community – Denver Public Schools will make the decision 
outside the control of CDOT or City of Denver 

o Greater loss of residential properties and houses – South acquires more 
houses, is that bad for the school? 

o Slight preference for South because: 
 Protects Penske Trucks property at 46th and Jackson – they do have 

other locations – but ultimately wants what is best for I-70 
 Protect Pilot Truck stop – there is not a lot of truck parking along 

I-70 and it is needed 
 
Outstanding Concerns 

- Change in the Denver mayoral administration could unravel work done to date –
important to get the new Mayor up to speed quickly 

- School needs – safety, modernization, location 
 
Interests mentioned for any solution: 

- Mobility and access for trucks, particularly with elimination of York Street ramps. 
 
Additional Suggestions/Questions: 

- Prefer I-70 be a hazardous materials route for easy access for Univar 
- Potential ideas for moving the school to another location generally within the 

community: 
o Denver Public School Property near the post office in Elyria – would be 

easy to clean up and support development 
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o A new school could be a larger complex to accommodate students from 
Garden Place (Globeville) to Swansea, and south, although it is outside the 
one-mile radius of Swansea’s core area. 

o Penske or Pilot Truck Stop after acquired by CDOT 
o National Western Stock Show location, if the NWSS moves out of the 

area. 
- Discussion of guaranteeing school location within community: 

o PACT should develop fundamental principles to come as close as possible 
to guaranteeing a location for the school 

o PACT should encourage the new Denver mayor to sit down with DPS and 
draft a memorandum of understanding to try to guarantee a location, a 
process, or agreements in principle (e.g. within a certain distance) 

o Broaden the definition of “community” to think beyond just an elementary 
school (could be a elementary/middle school campus) 

- Keep at least one ramp at York for truck access 
- Denver Office of Economic Development and the Mayor’s office should have a 

plan and incentives for businesses acquired to stay in Denver 


